CHAPTER   IV
RAMON   LULL
Propaganda for Crusade and Missionary work. Petitions to Popes,
Liter dc Fine and Liter de Acquisitwnt Terrt Sanctt. Tunis and Cyprus*
Council of Vienne, Disputatii* Bugia and martyrdom
BORN in 1232 and stoned to death on the North African
coast in the neighbourhood of Bugia in 1315 or 1316, Lull
lived in a period of decline and fall of the Christian out-
posts in Syria. He shared with his contemporaries the
bitterness of their feelings at the news of the fall of* Akka,
the last important stronghold of the crusaders in the Holy
Land, It is indeed possible that the spiritual crisis1
through which he passed in the years 1291-2 was closely
associated with this disastrous event in the history of the
Latins in the Levant, although there seems to be no con-
crete evidence in the original sources to confirm or confute
this suggestion.
After his conversion from a profligate life to penitence
and to the service of God in 1263, Lull spent ten years in
the study of philosophy and in learning Arabic from a
Moorish slave* During the rest of his life,8 Lull*3 activity
knew no bounds. He wrote more books than any author
before or after him*3 He travelled to the intellectual
1 Peers, 235-9,
8 ib,, 19-25.   Barber divides Lull's career as follows:
(i) Illumination of a worldling, 19 et set}*
(a) Maker of Books, 33 et scq.
(3) Foreign missionary., 46 ct seq,
Although this classification helps to clarify Lull's many-sided activity, it is
defective in two ways: first, the three sections overlap in Lull's actual life;
second, other aspects of Lull's career are of necessity overlooked. Barber's
classification is probably based on the contemporary life of Ramon Lull
(trans, Peers, 5),
* Perroquet, in his Apohgjit, 364-90, ascribes to Lull the authorship of
some 4,000 books, of which he has traced 488. Zwemer reproduces the
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